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Dear Friends, 

 
As I worked on my article for this edition of our newsletter, I 
thought about how quickly time goes by and seasons change.  
Personally, I have a tendency to mark time by mentally noting 
what I need to accomplish by a particular future date – tomorrow, 
next week, next month or whatever grand goal I have in mind for 
next year. As time passes I am constantly evaluating my success or 
failure to complete my tasks. What I have learned about myself in 
this process is that I often miss the smaller daily successes and 
magnify the places where I am lacking. And some days I feel “in 
the dark” because I could not do what I wanted to do or instantly 
solve a challenge that came my way. 
 
As Advent approaches, the evangelist Paul has some wonderful 
news for those of us feeling “in the dark”. His writing to the  
Colossians tells of a Father who has delivered us from the power 
of darkness into an inheritance of light, through the Son. Our  
Advent wreath reminds us that the light of our creator will always 
overcome darkness. Christ, in the center of our lives, much like the 
Christ Candle in the center of the wreath, holds the light and the 
dark together. It is up to us to decide if we will let the light shine. 
When we do, we might be surprised to see what it illuminates in 
our daily routine that we sometimes miss. 
 
We at Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center wish you a blessed, 
beautiful and illuminated Advent, Christmas and winter season. 
 

Sara McCoy 
Executive Director 



Please consider: 

….. Remembering Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center in your will. 

….. Cash donations, pledges, stocks, or bequests in support of  
       The Pines Ministry to those seeking a deeper relationship with God. 

.…..A charitable planned gift during your lifetime or as an estate gift. 

 

We thank our donors for their heartfelt generosity.   

In consideration  for your contribution, Our Lady of the Pines Retreat 
Center acknowledges that, as of receipt of this contribution, our  
organization is an IRC 501© (3) status with the Internal Revenue  
Service. Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center affirms that you  
received no material benefits, goods or services for this contribution. 

Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center provides the perfect setting among 68 acres of  
beautiful pine trees, walking paths and a peaceful atmosphere for your retreat and  
conference needs. The Pines provides state of the art conference rooms, a variety of  
meditation/reflection spaces, a large and small dining room and a newly and beautifully 
renovated pool. Call us today at 419-332-6522 and let us help YOU plan for YOUR retreat. 

Our Lady of the Pines  
Retreat Center, sponsored by 
the Sisters of Mercy offers a 

space for all seeking a deeper 
relationship with God, self, 
others and all creation. The 
spirit of hospitality, a Mercy 

charism, pervades the place, 
welcoming all who come. 

Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center 

General Information 

Business Hours  
Monday-Friday 
8:00am-4:00pm 

Hosted Groups and Personal Retreats 

Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center is happy to host  group and  
personal retreats! To schedule or for pricing, please contact  
Marissa Mills, the Office and Programming Coordinator at (419) 332-6522 
or email olprc@pinesretreat.org 

 

Event Registration 

If you wish to attend an event sponsored by Our Lady of the Pines 
we request that you pre-register by calling our main office at  
419-332-6522. For further information or for any questions in  
regards to a specific event please call ext. 104 for our Retreat  
Coordinator, Sister Wanda Smith, RSM. 

 
Spiritual Direction… 

Please call 419-332-6522 to make an  
appointment with a Spiritual Director 
…$40 for a 1 hr. session 

L P  
Relaxation Massage 

Please call 419-332-6522 to book a massage 
as they are by appointment only. 
…$61 for 1 hr.    …$42 for 30 min.  



Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center Invites You to 

A Tree of Hope  

Tuesday, 

December 13, 2016 

at 7:00pm 

Prayer Service & 

Lighting Ceremony 

Join us December 13th  at 7:00pm for a prayer service and lighting the Tree of  Hope. The evening will 
begin in prayer as we recognize those who hold a special place in our heart. We will then gather outside 

for the tree lighting and carols sung by the St. Ann’s/St. Joseph’s Combined Youth Choir.  
Homemade cookies, coffee and cocoa will follow.    

 

For a light on the Tree of  Hope and inclusion in our prayer listing please complete the form below. 
 

My donation is…(please check one) 
 

$25.00____(Green Light)     $50.00____(Red Light)     $100.00____(White Light)     $Other ____(Yellow Light) 
 

In Memory of, In Gratitude for, or my Petition, written below: 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name:____________________________________________ Number attending:_________________________ 
 

Address:__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone Number:_____________________________________ Amount Enclosed:_________________________ 
 

*Please return the form by December 7, 2016 to Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center 
1250 Tiffin Street, Fremont OH, 43420  or email olprc@pinesretreat.org 

 



 

 
Programs for  

 
December, January, February 

December 
 
Centering Prayer 
December 6, 2016 7:00-8:00pm 
 

During the time of Centering Prayer our intention is  
simply to rest in God’s presence and consent to His  
action within. 
Cost: Free will offering          Leader: Fran Benlein 
 

Stations of Mercy 
December 6, 2016 7:00-8:00pm 

 
Each month, following Pope Francis invitation to us “to 
gaze even more attentively on mercy so that we 
may become a more effective sign of God’s actions in 
our lives,” we will explore the Corporal and Spiritual 
Works of Mercy. December will focus on “Shelter the 
Homeless”. 
Free will donation will be given to Habitat for Humanity 
       Leader: Ms. Donna Thatcher 
 

Advent Prayer Day: Born of Love 
December 10, 2016 at 9:00am-3:00pm  

         *Lunch Included 

This Advent experience will be time for input, reflection 
and prayer on the role of the Incarnation in our spiritual 
journey. It is love that brought Jesus to live in our midst. 
How do we continue this humility and love today? 
Cost: $20.00             Leader: Sr. Roberta Doneth, OSF 
 

Tree of Hope 
December 13, 2016 7:00-8:30pm 
 

Join us for a prayer service and lighting of the Tree of 
Hope. The evening will begin in prayer as we recognize 
those who hold a special place in our heart. We will 
then gather outside for the tree lighting and carols sung 
by the St. Ann’s/St. Joseph’s Combined Youth Choir. 
Homemade cookie, coffee, and cocoa will follow. 
For a light on the Tree of Hope and inclusion in our pray-
er listing please complete the form on page 3. 
 

January 
 

Centering Prayer 
January 3, 2016 7:00-8:00pm 

 

Another opportunity to rest in God’s presence.  
*See the description in December. 
Cost: Free Will Donation         Leader: Fran Benlein 
 

Create Your Own Retreat Day 
January 11, 2016 9:00am-3:00pm 

     *Lunch Included 

Come for a “me” day. Spend time in prayer and  
reflection with your God. If you would like, you may 
schedule a half hour spiritual direction session or a 
massage (30 or 60 minutes). Inquire about price and 
availability upon registering. 
 

February 
 
Centering Prayer 
February 7, 2016 7:00-8:00pm 

 

Another opportunity to rest in God’s presence.  
*See the description in December. 
Cost: Free Will Donation         Leader: Fran Benlein 
 

Evening for Couples 
February 10, 2016 5:30-8:30pm 

Wine and cheese 5:30–6:00 pm, Dinner at 6:00 pm,  
Presentation 6:30-8:00 pm 

Begin your Valentine celebration this year with a  
relaxing, enriching and fun evening with Jimmie and 
Sara McCoy as they discuss the meaningful keys to a 
healthy and heartfelt relationship.   
Cost: $40.00 per couple        Leader: Jimmie & Sara McCoy 
 

Create Your Own Retreat Day 
February 15, 2016 9:00am-3:00pm 

     *Lunch Included 

Take time to enjoy a “me” day. 
*See the description in January. 

To register please call 

419-332-6522 or  

Email : olprc@pinesretreat.org 



 

Did You Know… 
 

…that Our Lady of the Pines  
Retreat Center has a gift shop?  
 
We carry a variety of items from crosses,  
crucifixes, Cards by Anne, sacramental gifts, 
and books just to name a few things.  
 
The Gift Shop is open during the week from 
8:30 am to 4:00 pm.  
 

On Saturday, December 3rd  

the gift shop will be open  
from 8:30 am to 6:00 pm.  

 
Come see our assortment of Christmas items 
and Advent wreaths, along with ideas for 
stocking stuffers and future gifts.  
 
You may even find some treasures on our 
clearance table.  
 

The gift shop is located just inside the 
main entryway of the Retreat Center.  
 
We hope to see you December 3rd! 

Conference Retreat 
Begins on Sunday, June 25, 2016 at 7:00pm 

Concludes on Friday, June 30, 2016 at 11:00am 
 

What does it mean for us that Jesus is the Christ? Can 
we proclaim like Martha, “Yes Lord, I believe that you 

are the Christ, the one who is come into the world”? 
 

Join us for our Conference Retreat as we explore more 
deeply what it means to us as Christians to know the 

Historical Jesus and the Christ of Faith. 
 

Led by Fr. John Quigley, OFM 
Cost: $500.00 

Directed Retreat 
Begins on Saturday, July 22, 2016 at 7:00pm 

Concludes on Saturday, July 29, 2016 at 10:30am 
 

Come into God’s presence and enter the silence of your 
own heart as you pray, listen and reflect. This  

personally Directed Retreat is designed to meet the 
spiritual and personal need of the individual. Meet dai-
ly with a Spiritual Director to help you listen well and 

grow in your relationship with God.  
Directors for this retreat are:  

Sr. Roberta Doneth, OSF~ Sr. Stephanie Helfrich, OSU~  
Sr. Breta Gorman, RSM~ Fr. John Lehner, OSFS~ Sr. Wanda Smith, RSM 

 

Cost: $500.00 



October 28th was a beautiful evening 
for Evergreen Elegance, the annual 
fund raiser dinner benefitting Our 
Lady of the Pines Retreat Center. 

Our 112 guests enjoyed a delicious  
dinner prepared by Ole Zim’s Wagon 
Shed and some competitive bidding 

on a variety of silent  
auction items, from jewelry to sports 
items to cookies for a year baked by 
the Pines staff. Jeff Good emceed the 
evening and a great time was had 
by all. Again the Pines extends its  

sincere thanks to the generous  
sponsors and Fremont merchants 

who contributed to this evening to 
make it a success, along with a great 

crew of talented volunteers. For a 
complete list of donors and  

volunteers, please visit our web site 
at www.pinesrtreat.org. 

Diamond Sponsors 
 

Crown Battery 

Fremont Federal Credit Union 

Mercy Health: Tiffin & Willard 

Mercy Health: Toledo 

Sisters of Mercy: South Central Community 
 

Emerald Sponsors 
 

Keller-Koch-Chudzinski Funeral Home 

Mercy Design & Print Services 
 

Ruby Sponsors 
 

Anonymous 

Chud’s Grille 

Chris & Mary Knight 

The Mosser Group 

ProMedica Memorial Hospital 

Sortino’s Little Italy Ristorante 

Sr. Rita Mary Wasserman, RSM 

Wonderly-Horvath-Hanes Funeral Home 
 

Sapphire Sponsors 
 

Reino Linen Services 

Wetzel ’s Sewer Cleaning 

Automatic Fire Protection 

http://www.pinesrtreat.org


Getting to know the Sisters of Mercy 

How did you choose your life vocation to be a Sister of Mercy? 

My name is Patricia Connolly (Patty as a child, Pat now).  
I was born on August 9, 1935 in Urbana, Ohio. I went to  
St. Mary’s School which had all twelve grades and was staffed by the 
Sisters of Mercy. In high school, I went to Our Lady of the Pines as 
an aspirant. The Sisters of Mercy were friendly, happy and helped me 
to achieve beyond my own expectations. Besides the inspiration of the 
Sisters, I went to daily Mass with my Aunt Nell. On February 2, 1952, 
I entered the Sisters of Mercy. 

Please share your experiences as a Sister of Mercy. What  

hospitals, schools, etc. did you work in and in what capacity?  
Are you currently active in a ministry?  

My ministry has been a journey of serving. 

St. Ignatius School, Cincinnati, OH- Grades 1& 2    1956-1961 

St. Maurice School, Potomac, MD- Sp. Ed. Teacher    1961-1969 

Cerebral Palsy School, Louisville, KY- Sp. Ed. Teacher    1969-1972 

Edgecliff College, Cincinnati, OH– Assistant Professor/Sp. Ed  
 1972-1980 

St. Bernard School for Exceptional Children, Nashville, TN- Administrator 1980-1993 

Mercy Montessori School, Nashville, TN– Administrator    1985-1989 

Guadalupe Center, Immokalee, FL– Associate Director    1993-1996 

Siena Springs, Dayton, OH– Manager-HUD Housing    1996-2002 

St. Mary Hospital, Knoxville, TN– Visiting Patients    2202-2012 

Mercy Montessori, Cincinnati, OH-Volunteer     2012-2015 

St. Bernardine Home, Fremont, OH– Director of Activities   2015-Present 

Was there one particular moment in your experience as a Sister that solidified the Mercy Charism 
for you?  If not, how did you grow in this understanding?   

As you can see I have had a rich life of service to others. My entire professional life has been service to  
others. My work in special education, teaching at the college, working with the poor, the elderly, the  
patients, have all been service to others. If my work ever became just a job, I would have to rethink what I 
am doing. My call is to service. You may be surprised to hear that joining a religious community opens 
doors for women rather than restricts them. I have had many opportunities over the years for growth– work-
shops, retreats, talks, classes, seminars, meetings, ministry and service. Through these experiences I have 
traveled to many places and met many people. I am a better person because of my Journey of Mercy. 
 
 

      Sister Patricia Connolly, RSM 

Profile:  
Sister Patricia Connolly, RSM 
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SoulCollage® Card Retreat 

The Soul’s Virtue 

Begins Friday June 2, 2017 at 7:00pm 

Ends Sunday June 4, 2017 at 1:00pm 

The history of the Pines is rich and extensive. Since my arrival I have heard many 
stories of people’s experiences here. Everything from those who took music  

lessons taught by the Sisters of Mercy to a family who found the journal of a great 
grandmother in which she described her room in the original house when she 

worked in it as a nanny.  Do you have a story, pictures or documents related to the 
Retreat House? We would enjoy it if you can share a copy of these items with us. 

~Sara McCoy  
 

Information can be sent to:  
Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center,  
1250 Tiffin St., Fremont, OH  43420.  

Or emailed to olprc@pinesretreat.org.   

mailto:olprc@pinesretreat.org

